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One Fix That Just Never Did Jell f 


By Jack Anderson 

New Orleans Mafia king 
Carlos Marcello once tried to 
get Rep. John Dowdy (D-Tex.) 
to fix . his immigration case 
for him. Dowdy refused to 
intervene for love or money. 

The anatomy of the fix that 
failed, however, remains an 
intriguing story of gangland’s 
ways in Washington. The ir- 
repressible Dowdy, who was 
recently convicted for taking 
a $25,000 bribe in an unrelated 
case, recalls the tale with wryj 
humor: 

“If I’d been willing to help 
him and if I’d been so in- 
clined, I guess I could have 
gotten most anything I want- 
ed,” he opined from his home 
in Athens, Tex.' 

The scheme was hatched six 
years ago. Marcello was being 
hounded by federal immigra- 
tion agents to leave the U.S., 
even though he was only an 
eight-month-old alien when he 
arrived here. 

Once, federal agents had 
whisked him off to Guatemala 
without so much as a by-your- 
leave. Ingeniously, he had 
made his. way back. 

Only Congress, he decided, 
could give him permanent 
status. To handle his congres- 
sional liaison, the racket boss 
selected a fast-talking, far- 
traveling Texan, lobbyist Jim- 
my Day of Houston and Wash- 
ington,. D.C. .. 

As Day recalls it, he met 
Marcello in a sumptuous of- 
fice at the Town and Country 
motel in New Orleans. The 


Mafia don poured out his 
tale of federal harrassment 
and his wish to spend hife last 
days in New Orleans where 
he could be happy amid his 
alleged Vice land gambling op- 
erations. 

$25,000 Balm 

Day’s soft Texas heart 
quickly melted, he recalls, and 
in his head danced thoughts of 
a sugar-plum fee of $25,000 if 
he could push through a bill 
to keep Marcello in the U.S. 

“I never mention a figure,” 
Day told us, “until I am suc- 
cessful . . . There was no need 
to mention it, but I planned 
to get a fee just like I would 
on anyone else . . . $25,000 in- 
cluding expenses.” 

Next time he was in Wash- 
ington, where he lobbied for 
optical interests, Day dropped 
in on his good friend. Con- 
gressman Dowdy. Day was a 
contributor to Dowdy’s cam- 
paigns, and Dowdy represent- 
ed Day’s father-in-law as a 
private lawyer. 

Day unfolded the story of 
Marcello’s woes to the sym- 
pathetic Dowdy, who ks a se- 
nior member of the House 
Judiciary Committee had con- 
siderable • power over what 
private immigration bills get 
through Congress. 

The Texas congressman 
promised to consider the re- 
quest for friendship’s sake;j 
both Day and Dowdy insist 
no talk of money sullied the 
conversation between these 
two old cronies. 

A few days later, Dowdy 


called Day to say he couldn’t 
help out the New Orleans 
mobster. “I told him it, was 
something I couldn’t have 
anything to do with,” recalled 
Dowdy. “When I checked into 
it, I found out what he (Mar- 
cello) had' done. I said I 
couldn’t do it.” 

Day, his hopes of a fat fee 
dead, relayed the sad word to 
Marcello. The gangster gave 
up hope of a quick congres- 
sional solution to his immir 
gration problem and -is still 
battling the case in the courts. 

Footnote: Marcello owes bis 
upper hand in the ,19-year 
fight to keep from being de- 
ported to an indefatigable at- 
torney named Jack Wasser-, 
man. On the Dowdy gambit, 
Marcello— through Wasserrhan 
— said his memory was 
vague.” 

America’s. . pharmaceutical 
firms dump out enough bar- 
biturate pills “for everyone in 
this country to commit sui- 
cide twice,” declares a secret 
House Crime Committee staff 
report. 

The “barbs” or “downers,” 
as the pills are called, : flood 
into high schools at 25 cents 
each. They find their way 
from the pharmaceutical com- 
panies into the black market 
that caters to youthful “pill- 
poppers.” 

The Crime Committee head- 
ed by doughty old Chairman 
Claude Pepper, (D-Fla.), puts 
the blame for “barb” abuse 
, on the “ethical” drug houses. 
After two years of hearings, 


Pepper is convinced the phar- 
maceutical companies are well 
aware their outrageous profits 
come from saddling yotmg- 
sters. with the drug habits < 

“We need not look for a 
Mafia or organized criminal 
elements for the cause of bar- 
biturate abuse . . . The 'fkult 
lies with our pharmaceutical 
manufacturers, drug ' whole- 
salers and retailers,” says the 
massive report now being pre- 
pared by the committee staff. 

“The barbiturates which are 
taken by our young people are 
produced exclusively by the 
usual drug manufacturing 
companies,” the document 
adds. ; 

I Among the horror stories 
outlined in the report is. that 
of a California county where 
75 per cent of the drug cases 
involved barbiturates. The 
“barbs” are sold in school -.cor- 
ridors, on playgrounds ,and 
even outside elementary 
schools. 

At one congressional. -In- 
quiry in California, a partici- 
pant “left . . . unobtrusively 
and returned within a Ifew 
minutes with a handful ( of 
multicolored barbiturates 
which he had purchased (for 
25 cents a capsule. Each ?i:. 
was produced by a' licensed 
drug manufacturer.” 

Urges the Pepper report: 
“Government control over the 
production and distribution 
of these dangerous' and often 
deadly drugs . is, obviously, 
long overdue,” . 
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